Atty Docket No. 00034CIPC/LH 



MAIL STOP "PATENT APPLICATION" 



IN THE UNITED STATES 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant (s) : E. KANEHIRA et 
al 



Continuation of 
SN 09/793,431 

Herewith 

MEDICAL 

TREATMENT 

INSTRUMENT 



Express Mail Mailing Label 
No.: EL 980049027 US 

Date of Deposit: September 3, 2003 

I hereby certify that this paper 
is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service 
"Express Mail Post Office 
to Addressee" service under 
37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated 
above and is addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 223^1 450 




In the event that this Paper is 
late filed, and the necessary 
petition for extension of time 
is not filed concurrently herewith, 
please consider this as a Petition 
for the requisite extension of time, 
and to the extent not tendered 
by check attached hereto, 
authorization to charge the 
extension fee, or any other fee 
required in connection with this 
Paper, to Account No. 06-1378. 



Serial No. 

Filed 
For 

Art Unit : 

Examiner : 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

Submitted herewith is a form PTO/SB/08A in connection with 
the above-identified continuation application listing the 
references cited by either Applicants or the Examiner in the 
parent or grandparent applications for this continuation 
application . 

Copies of the publications listed on the attached form 
PTO/SB/08A are not supplied herewith. As per 37 CFR 1.98(d), 
which was effective March 16, 1992, copies of publications listed 
in an Information Disclosure Statement are not required to be 
provided if the information was cited or submitted in a prior 
application. The present application properly identifies parent 



application Serial No. 09/793,431 filed February 26, 2001, which 
in turn is a continuation-in-part of application Serial No. 
09/488,732 filed January 20, 2000, and relies upon the prior 
parent and grandparent applications for an earlier filing date 
under 35 USC 120. 

Also submitted herewith are the following: 

(1) Copy of Office Action dated April 23, 2002 issued in a 
counterpart Japanese application; 

(2) English translation of said Office Action; and 

(3) Form PTO/SB/08B. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider the 
documents identified on the attached forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B and 
make them of record, as in the parent and grandparent 
applications . 

It is further requested that the Examiner return an 
initialed copy of the attached forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B to 
confirm that the documents listed therein have all been made of 
record . 
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The documents listed on the forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B 
are all considered to be relevant since they are "of record" in 
the parent and grandparent applications of which the present 
application claims an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120. 



Dated: September 3, 2003 l\ 

Frishauf, Holtz, Goodman & Chick, P.C. 

767 Third Avenue - 25th Floor 

New York, New York 10017-2023 

Tel. No. (212) 319-4900 

Fax No. (212) 319-5101 

RPM/ms 



Respectfully submitted 




Rope-rt P. Mlchal 
Refc. No. 35,614 
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5/1994 
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Tidemand 
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1/1997 


Eggers et al. 
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8/1998 


Carr et al. 
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2/1998 
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Croley 
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Cite 
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JP 6-511400 


12/1994 












JP 8-505801 


6/1996 












DE297 02 608 


5/1997 












JP 11-137563 


5/1999 












JP 06-98150 


12/7/1994 
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Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



